
times we need encourage-
ment and inspiration to be 
renewed in a life of prayer. 
That’s why our Thursday 
evening Holy Hour this 
week was such a wonderful 
evening. A really good 
number of parishioners 
from across the parishes 
came together at St John’s 
Kidsgrove, at least half 
filling the church for pray-
er. I must say it was a tre-
mendous encouragement 
for me, as I’m sure it was 
for all who came along. 
This week we have another 
Holy Hour. This time it is 
at English Martyrs’ at 
7pm.Try and come along. 
It’s a simple format: some 
music, some readings, led 
prayer, silence, and … 
Jesus! 

Please take and distribute 
the Christmas—and the 
Carol service invitations. 
God bless! 

Both being ‘old boys’ of 
the English College in Val-
ladolid, Fr Paul and I al-
ways connect the Sunday 
after the Immaculate Con-
ception with the celebra-
tion of Our Lady Vulnera-
ta. You can read more 
about our old seminary’s 
patroness on page 2 of the 
bulletin.  

Today is the day, in the 
liturgy of the Church, that 
we hear the voice of St 
John the Baptist, crying to 

us across the centuries, to 
prepare, once again, the 
way of the Lord. This is a 
call to prayer and repent-
ance. These are the two 
keys which unlock the 
treasure of God’s grace for 
us. Because we are hu-
man—wonderful creations 
of God, but prone to 
weakness and failure so 
often—we need these 
times of being called back 
to fidelity to God and his 
grace. Prayer, particularly, 
is a daily task for us. But at 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Pope St Damasus I 

305-384 
Born in Rome to Spanish 
parents, following in his 
father’s footsteps, he be-
came a deacon, and later a 
priest in the church of St 
Lawrence in Rome. He 
was elected Pope in 366. 
This was an age of factions 
and even violence in the 
Church. Damasus set him-
self to oppose the Arian 

heresy (which says Jesus to 
is only a man). This made 
him the object of false ac-
cusations and opposition. 
He remained steadfast in 
ridding the Church of er-
ror. He established which 
books formed part of the 
Bible, and appointed the 
great Bible scholar St Je-
rome as his secretary. He 
advanced the veneration of 
Roman martyrs. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  
You may also request Confession from one of the priests at 
other times outside these advertised times. 

Saturday 9th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa Foden 

Sunday 10th     9.00am    Holy Mass  David Gleeson 

Second Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Fr Michael McGough 

Advent    6.30pm Holy Mass John & Eva Wallace 

Monday 11th   2.15pm  Holy Mass (in school) People of the Parishes 

St Damasus I  6.00pm   Holy Mass Constance Foden 

Tuesday 12th 9.15am    Holy Mass Bernardine Boyle 

OL of Guadalupe   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

Wednesday 13th       

St Lucy       

Thursday 14th      6.00pm    Holy Mass In Thanksgiving (Ss Rita & Anthony) 

St John of the Cross 7.00pm    Holy Hour  

Friday 15th   9.30am  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Feria of Advent    6.00pm Holy Mass Gerald Clayton 

Saturday 16th 9.15am    Holy Mass Most abandoned souls 

Feria of Advent   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Marie Twomey 

Sunday 17th               9.00am    Holy Mass  Helena Wilcox 

Third Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  People of the Parishes 

Advent    6.30pm Holy Mass Barbara Heath 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

feast of our lady vulnerata 
On the Sunday after the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady, in the English College in 
Valladolid, is celebrated the Feast of Our Lady Vulnerata. The statue of Our Lady Vulnerata, which 
means ’the wounded one’, stands at the centre of the reredos behind the main altar in the College 
chapel. It was originally an image of Our Lady venerated in the city of Cadiz in southern Spain. That 
was until Protestant sailors from England came and ransacked the city and tried to destroy the image 
of Our Lady. Dragging it through the streets, the infant Jesus was cut off, together with the arms of 
Our Lady, and her face was slashed. You can see in the photograph the image as it is today, complete 
with its wounds. The image was eventually brought to the English College in the year 1600, so that 
the seminarians could do penance in reparation for the offences done to Our Lady, not only to that 
statue, but throughout England during the Reformation. The seminarians have continued to pray in 
reparation even to this day. Today, we are moving away from the confrontation between Catholic and 
Protestant. In a world where the new divisions are between those who believe in Christ on the one 
hand, and secularists who would rid the world of God and faith, let us ask Our Lady Vulnerata to pray 
for the reconciliation of Christians and the conversion of sinners. May Christians everywhere reunite 
in truth and in charity, so as to fulfil the command of the Lord: “that they all be one.” 
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stay behind after Mass to help with 
the setting up and a bit of cleaning. 
At St Joseph’s, we will be setting 
up the large crib after Mass on 17th 
December. It is big and requires the 
young and strong to stay behind and 
help. At St Patrick’s again the set 
up of the crib and cleaning will take 
place after Mass on 17th December. 
Please help to get our churches ready 
for Christmas. 

Donation of Toiletries Toiletries 
are essentials, but can be expensive 
for those who find themselves in 
need. During Advent we will be col-
lecting basic  toiletry items for the 
foodbank. Please buy an extra item 
when you do your weekly shopping, 
and then bring them to any of our 
churches on Saturday/Sunday. There 
will be a place to leave your donation 
at the back of church. Thank you for 
your support for those in need! 

Welcome Ministry at St John’s 
Our Welcome Ministry team have 
started their weekly presence at St 
John’s. If you are interested in being 
part of the team, then please see Fr 
Julian or Brenda McGough.  

Parish Mission It is really exciting 
that we will be having a parish mis-
sion next year based at St Joseph’s, 
led by the Franciscans of the Renew-
al, 19th to 24th May 2018. A parish 
mission needs planning and prepar-
ing! Is this something that you could 
help with? Please come to the plan-
ning meeting. The date for this 
has changed and is now 
Wednesday 10th January at 7pm 
at St Joseph’s.  

Men’s disciple group Our men’s 
group are currently doing a short 
course of the Eucharist and the Bible. 
We’ve already completed three ses-
sions of five, but more men are al-
ways welcome to come along and be 
part of the group. Our next session is 
on Friday 15th December at 7pm at 
St Joseph’s.  

Care Home Prayer Service There 
will be a special Advent service at 
Maple Tree Court, Gloucester Rd, 
on 19th December when we will be 
joined by the children from year six 
of St John’s School. 

Parish Christmas Cards The Par-
ish Partnership Christmas card is 
available for distribution today. 
Please take a card for yourself, to 
remind you of the times of Mass over 
Christmas. But please also take as 
many as you need to give to others. 
Invitation is the name of the game! 

Instructions for your funeral 
The forms to give instructions for 
your funeral are available in each of 
our churches. Please also take the 
printed advice sheet which has does 
and don’ts on it. It is best to keep a 
copy with your will. Please also hand 
it to Fr Julian who will keep a photo-
copy in the parish records too. 

Christmas Preparations The Crib 
and Tree at English Martyrs’ will 
be set up in Church after Mass on 
17th December. We need people to 

Holy Hour  
 
“This is the won-
derful truth, my 
dear friends: the 
Word which be-
came flesh two 
thousand years 
ago, is present 
today in the Eu-
charist.” 
Pope St John Paul II 
This Advent, we are 

inviting our parishioners to come 
together on Thursday evenings for a 
Holy Hour of prayer with Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. It will be a 
time with music, readings, led prayer 
and silence, and is a great opportuni-
ty for us to come together and pray. 
The Holy Hour will begin at 7pm. 
Thursday 14th Dec  English Martyrs’ 

O Come, let us adore Him! 

ALPHA 

Alpha is running at St 
Joseph’s on Saturday 
mornings from 9am to 
10.45am. We’re already 

into this series, but if you want a 
taster of what to expect when you 
come on Alpha, why not try it out 
one week? You’ll be very welcome! 

Weekly bulletin 

As you will have seen, we are not 
distributing the bulletin at the begin-
ning of Mass, but as you leave at the 
end of Mass. The reason for the 
change is to promote prayerful prep-
aration for Mass. At the beginning of 
Mass, there will be a smaller sheet 
’Welcome to Mass’ which has prayer 
suggestions as well as texts for the 
Mass, to help you join in. Please take 
your bulletin home and keep it with 
you to know what’s going on. 

You are invited to our 

Christmas Carol Service 

An opportunity to come to-
gether before Christmas, for 
an informal carol service by 
candlelight, followed by get-
ting together for a mince pie 

and refreshments. Gifts for all 
the children present! 

Thurs 21st December 

at St Joseph’s at 7pm 

This is the easiest thing to 
invite friends and family 

along to. So please bring as 
many people as you can! 

 

We launch our annual crib offerings campaign 
for Mary’s Meals early this year. All donations to 
Mary’s Meals made before 31st December are 
going to be doubled by generous donors. The crib 
offerings box will be available next week. It costs 
£13.90 to feed a child for a year. With ‘Double 
the love’ that means two children! Currently over 
1,230,000 children are fed every day in school.  



Preparing the Gospel 

Each week we present the Gospel reading for next Sunday’s 
Mass. It is so that you can spend some time during the week pre-
paring for Sunday Mass through prayerful reading of the Gospel. 
Here’s how you can do it: 

· Ask the Holy Spirit to come and help you to under-
stand the Gospel and its meaning for you. 

· Read the passage through a couple of times really 
slowly trying to understand as you read. 

· What stands out? Maybe a word or phrase which 
speaks to you. Or something you don’t fully under-
stand. 

· Think how this Gospel relates to your life: how is it 
calling you to change? 

· Pray. Speak to God. Ask him to help you under-
stand, and to give you grace to be changed by it. 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
26/11/17: Biddulph/Packmoor 
Gift Aid £374.07, Non Gift Aid 
£203.96. Total £578.03. Catholic 
Youth Service £87.31. Goldenhill 
Gift Aid £239.00, Non Gift Aid 
£177.94. Total £416.94. Catholic 
Youth Service £36.70. Kidsgrove 
Gift Aid £182.30, Non Gift Aid 
£150.09. Total £332.39. Catholic 
Youth Service £78.59. 03/12/17: 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£371.70, Non Gift Aid £176.62. 
Total £548.32. Goldenhill Gift Aid 
£167.50, Non Gift Aid £188.50. 
Total £356.00. Kidsgrove Gift Aid 
£271.50, Non Gift Aid £152.92. 
Total £424.42 

Second Collections: This Week 
There will be a second collection for 
the poor parishes of the Diocese. 

St Patrick’s Hamper Raffle The 
draw for the hampers will take place 
after Mass today. There may still be 

John 1:6-8,19-28 

A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came as a witness, as a 
witness to speak for the light, so that everyone might believe through him. 
He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light. 

This is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ he not only declared, 
but he declared quite openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked 
‘are you Elijah?’ ‘I am not’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, 
‘No.’ So they said to him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an answer to 
those who sent us. What have you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I 
am, as Isaiah prophesied: a voice that cries in the wilderness: Make a 
straight way for the Lord.’ 

Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they put this further 
question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and not 
Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there 
stands among you – unknown to you – the one who is coming after me; 
and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’ This happened at Bethany, on the 
far side of the Jordan, where John was baptising. 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Reconciliation Services There 
will be Reconciliation Services 
around the Deanery during Advent in 
the following places: 
St Mary’s Leek Sun 10th Dec 4pm 

St Augustine’s Meir Mon 18th Dec 
7pm 
Holy Trinity Newcastle Mon 
18th Dec at 7pm 
St Giles’ Cheadle Tues 19th Dec 7pm 
St Werburgh’s Clayton Tues 
19th Dec 7.15pm 
St Theresa’s Trent Vale Fri 22nd Dec 
7.30pm 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 
Please remember to pray for the 
Pope’s Intentions for December: 

The Pope asks us to pray for the el-
derly, that they will be helped by our 
church communities and families, and 
that they will be able to pass on their 
wisdom the a new generation. 

Our Parish intentions of prayer: 
For all the sick and elderly of our 
parishes, at home, in hospital and in 
care homes. 
For expectant mothers, especially 
those who find themselves in a crisis 
in their pregnancy. 
For the children preparing for Con-
firmation and First Holy Communion 

that they will respond with renewed 
faith to God in this time of prepara-
tion. 
For young couples to keep God’s law 
and to prepare for marriage in the 
Church. 
For our initiatives: Alpha, disciple 
groups, welcome ministry, Holy 
Hours, carol service, care home out-
reach, encouraging personal prayer. 

an opportunity to buy tickets before 
the draw. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club This Week’s Draw: 1st Prize 
£20, No.137 T Clarke ; 2nd Prize 
£10, No.156 J Convey ; 3rd Prize 
£5, No.180 C Taylor.  Monthly and 
quarterly subs were due last week.  

St Joseph’s SVP The SVP are hold-
ing a raffle this week and next for 
SVP funds. The draw will take place 
next Sunday after Mass. Tickets will 
be on sale before and after Mass. 

St Joseph’s Craft Stall Thank you 
for supporting the craft stall after 
Mass today. Proceeds to the youth 
pilgrimage fund.  

Parish Priest’s Open House  
The next Parish Priest’s Open 
House, when Fr Julian can be seen 
for any reason, is on Monday 11th 
December from 6.30 to 7.30pm at St 
Joseph’s Presbytery. Please call to 
confirm on the day. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for: 
St John’s: Brenda Crotty 
St Joseph’s: Gladys Summerfield 
All the sanctuary lamps at our four 
churches are available for dedication. The 
lamp burns all week—minimum donation 
£5. Please see Fr Julian (or Tony Gian-
nasi for St John’s) to arrange. 


